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Jump River Holds Annual Meeting Outdoors

The 82nd Annual Meeting of Jump River Electric
Cooperative took on a new look this year. The
meeting was held outdoors at the Ladysmith Lions
Club Legacy Amphitheater on Saturday, July 25, to
allow for social distancing. The hot morning came
with a comfortable breeze, but a quorum was not
met.

Board Chairperson Jerry Carow and General
Manager/CEO Jim Anderson presented reports to
the group. Director elections, which are done at
least in part by mail, and voting on proposed Article
& Bylaw Amendments and an Advisory Resolution
went on as planned. 

In the board elections, two incumbents ran unopposed resulting in the
re-election of Joe Lorence, District 3, and Jerry Carow, District 4. In the
District 9 contested race incumbent Sandy Schara was elected over
opponent Jim Strandlund. Each director will serve a three-year term. All
four Proposed Article and Bylaw Amendments were adopted, and one
Advisory Amendment submitted by a member failed.

All members in attendance received a tote that contained a $10 energy
credit coupon, JREC logoed blanket, and a flyswatter. Five members in
attendance won a $100 energy credit with the grand prize winner
receiving a $700 energy credit.

A re-organizational meeting took place on Tuesday, resulting in two
changes to the lineup of board officers, with Myron Brooks as board
chairperson and Jack Cerman as vice chair. Joe Lorence retained his
position as the board secretary-treasurer.

Senator Baldwin Adds Her Support to RUS Loan Bill

Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisconsin) has signed on as a co-
sponsor of the senate version of the Flexible Financing for Rural 
America Act, which could save some electric cooperatives millions of 
dollars by allowing them to refinance RUS loans at lower interest 
rates. Baldwin joins Congressman Ron Kind (D-Wisconsin), who 
signed on to support the house version of the bill last week.

The bipartisan proposal would allow electric co-ops and rural telecom 
providers to take advantage of lower interest rates for RUS loans, and 
is expected to save participating co-ops $2 million each, on average. 
The legislation does away with an antiquated rule that penalizes 
borrowers for early payoffs, preventing them from the option to 
refinance debt at current rates. The current 20-year U.S. Treasury 
interest rate is 1.17 percent. The rates that co-ops are paying varies,
but some co-ops are paying rates of more than 5 percent.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/county.htm
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In total 25 representatives have signed on to support the house bill, and 12 senators are in support of the 
senate bill. The bills have true bipartisan support at this time, with the co-sponsor lists almost equally split 
between Republicans and Democrats.

Congressional leaders and the Trump administration are now negotiating over what will be included in 
the final coronavirus relief package, including unemployment benefits, a tax cut, aid to states, money for 
virus testing, and more. NRECA and co-op leaders are pushing lawmakers to include the Flexible 
Financing for Rural America Act in the latest package.

State Still Has Millions in Utility Assistance Funds Available

Wisconsin still has funds available for those who need help paying their utility bills. According to the
Department of Administration (DOA), as of yesterday $2.2 million is available in Low Income Home
Energy Assistance (LIHEAP) funds for the program year that ends at the end of September. Beginning
October 1, the fund will be replenished with $106 million.

There is also $8 million left in LIHEAP funds from the federal pandemic relief package, which is
specifically intended to help with pandemic relief.

The state expects an increase in applicants when the moratorium on utility disconnects ends for
regulated utility. The Wisconsin Public Service Commission recently decided to extend the moratorium
until September 1. The Commission meets later in August to consider whether to do another extension.
The annual moratorium required by statute begins November 1.

Wisconsin’s utility assistance programs offer once-a-year benefits to households with income less than
60 percent of the state median, or about $46,300 for a family of three. Also, in the interest of making sure
those impacted by the pandemic have access, applicants only need to show one month of income
meeting the requirements instead of three to be eligible.

In a non-pandemic year, limited LIHEAP funds available in October are often exhausted by the end of
December.

For more information on how to apply, go to: http://homeenergyplus.wi.gov/category.asp?linkcatid=239

Boulder Reaches Deal with Xcel Energy
“Franchise plan” would end decade-long battle for municipal takeover

After more than a decade, Boulder, Colorado’s plight to take over utility services from Xcel Energy seems
to be coming to an end. City officials and the private power provider serving Boulder announced this
week they have reached a settlement agreement that would cease the city’s attempt to sever from the
utility and enter it into a new franchise agreement with the company. Boulder voters must approve the
deal on the ballot in November for it to take effect.

Boulder has been seeking to condemn and seize the company’s local assets to form a publicly owned
utility in an effort to expedite clean energy goals, even though Xcel provides the highest percentage of
renewables of any investor-owned utility in the nation. The city’s goal was to achieve 100 percent
renewable electricity by 2030, which is now less than a decade away.

The franchise proposal gives Boulder options to leave the franchise if Xcel fails to hit key greenhouse gas
reduction benchmarks over the next 10 years. The goal by 2030 is for Xcel to emit no more than 6.9
million tons, which would represent an 80 percent reduction from 2005 levels, to which Xcel has already
committed outside of the proposed agreement with Boulder. Xcel’s goal is to be 100 percent carbon free
by 2050.

For its part, Xcel has agreed to allow Boulder to be part of the conversation in influencing the evolution of
the electric grid. This means the city will be able to act as a research and development partner of Xcel,
experimenting with battery storage, emerging technologies, and microgrid concepts that could allow parts
of the city to be less dependent on the grid.

Under the deal, the city would have to fund pilots that Xcel feels have no immediate application to its
entire portfolio.

Last year, Xcel rejected three consecutive offers by the city for acquisition, and Boulder lost a couple of
key battles in court.
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U.S. Coal Production Hits 40-Year Low

New federal data shows that U.S. coal production in 2019 was down to its lowest level in four decades,
and 2020 is expected to be even worse—or better, some may say.

The United States mined 706 million tons of coal in 2019, which is the lowest total since 1978, and a 7
percent drop from the previous year. This is the lowest coal production has been since the miners’ strike
in the late ’70s.

The U.S. Energy Information Administration projected this week that 2020 mining levels will be
comparable with those in the 1960s. According to the agency, the decline is due to a drop in demand.
Coal is often used in steelmaking, as well as in power plants.

A boom in hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, has also uncorked an ocean of cheap gas that is replacing
coal in generating electricity. Last year, coal made up about a quarter of U.S. power generation. Despite
the U.S. decline, coal is still the leading fuel for power generation worldwide.

COVID-19 Watch: Evers Issues Statewide Mask Mandate

Governor Tony Evers yesterday declared another Public Health Emergency
related to the pandemic and ordered all individuals to wear face coverings
when indoors, unless they are at home. The requirement goes into effect at
midnight tonight and runs through September 28.

“While our local health departments have been doing a heck of a job
responding to this pandemic in our communities, the fact of the matter is, this
virus doesn't care about any town, city, or county boundary, and we need a
statewide approach to get Wisconsin back on track,” Evers said. “We’ve said
all along that we’re going to let science and public health experts be our guide

in responding to this pandemic, and we know that masks and face coverings will save lives. While I know
emotions are high when it comes to wearing face coverings in public, my job as governor is to put people
first and to do what's best for the people of our state, so that's what I am going to do.”

In issuing the mandate, Evers said 61 of 72 counties in the state are experiencing high COVID-19 activity.

The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.
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“Back to school”, but maybe not in person

There is hope on the horizon. On Wednesday the Trump Administration announced a $1.95 billion Many
urban school districts have already committed to virtual schooling for at least the first quarter of the
upcoming school year, but a poll of rural districts finds most intend to start school in-person, with social
distancing requirements in place. Kids over 5 will also have to wear masks under the new requirement.

Counter Opinion: by Dietrich Vedder

(Being a non-partisan organization does not mean that we don’t have opinions; it means we respect and 
consider opinions that align with all individuals and parties. Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative Board 
Vice Chair Dietrich Vedder offered this rebuttal to Condenser’s Opinion piece from last week titled, 
Biden’s Climate Change Plan is All About the Green. – Julie Lund)

I have read your opinion piece published on Friday the 24th of July 2020. I was disappointed by the piece 
and I am offering my own opinion on some of the topics discussed.

First, it was stated that government funded jobs do not drive the economy. This statement is clearly false. 
Government funded jobs drive the economy in proportion to government spending versus non-
government spending. Clearly government funds drive a portion of the economy when it comes to 
highways, bridges and roads; clearly government funding drives a portion of the economy when it comes 
to airports and the FAA (Federal Aviation Administration); clearly government funding for schools drives 
that portion of the economy; the list goes on.

On the issue of job displacement. Yes, jobs are displaced from coal fired power plants to new solar energy 
deployments. But that is really progress, because we change from a very pollution intensive method of 
generating electric power to a much cleaner method of generating energy. The entire history of the last 
two hundred plus years is full of innovations and job displacements. Are you saying that you want to go 
back to a horse and buggy type of transportation and a method of making clothes that was all hand-labor?
I doubt it!

Massive government spending created the interstate highway system, which incidentally displaced many 
railroad workers, because passenger railroad traffic dried up except for the Northeast corridor and 
commuter passenger railroading. The transcontinental railroad was massively funded by the Federal 
Government, right after the civil war, to build the railroad from Omaha, Nebraska to Sacramento, 
California. And yes, that displaced jobs on seagoing ships that ferried goods and passengers via Panama 
or even further around stormy Cape Horn.

Investing in the Interstate Highway system was not and is not pork; having the Federal Government 
invest in renewable energy is not pork either, it is a way to move our energy needs to a much more 
sustainable level. Perhaps we should look at the flight of young people from rural areas into the cities as a 
sign that there are too few well-paying opportunities in rural areas. Opening up renewable jobs would 
create and is right now to some extent creating well-paying jobs in rural areas.
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When the rural electric cooperative movement took place in the 1930s during the middle of the 
depression, it was driven actively by the many farmers and residents in those rural areas. Now that the 
cooperative electric service throughout the state is well established, generally runs well, often with better 
service than the Investor Owned Utilities are providing, the emphasis is on keeping the existing methods 
and reject renewables in many quarters. It might be useful to ask the electric cooperative directors, 
whether they believe climate change is real or not. Perhaps we ask the members as well, and we may 
find out that the members are ahead of the directors.

I would like to make some comments on the recent opening of the new gas fired Alliant power plant north 
of Beloit. I am not against that power plant at all. I am also for the gas fired power plant project by 
Dairyland Power in Superior, Wisconsin. Both of those plants are needed right now as a complement to 
solar energy generation, when those facilities cannot produce enough energy due to cloudy weather 
conditions. In the future I hope that storage technology will take the place of gas fired electric plants, but 
the technology is not there yet. – Dietrich Vedder, Vice Chairman of Adams-Columbia Electric 
Cooperative

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage
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